


Outgraced: Karen Miranda Augustine
Exhibition Explores the Sexual and the Sublime through 

Female Icons and West African Spirituality

June 20th – July 19th, 2014

Artist’s Talk:  Saturday, July 5th  |  2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
A Space Gallery, 401 Richmond Street West, Suite 110, Toronto

Curated by Rachel Gorman

Richly textured icons unite the sexual, the soul wound, and the sublime in ways that are deeply rooted in 
indigenous Caribbean and West African spirituality to meditate on violence and harm, grief and serenity, 
exaltation and delight.

Curated by Rachel Gorman, Outgraced surveys Karen Miranda Augustine’s mixed-media work over 
the past decade. Early video and recent installation flank the heart of this exhibit, focused on four series of 
paintings that rehumanize the dehumanized female figure. 

From the sex industry worker to the grief-stricken, the fallen celebrity and activist, these works — a synthesis 
of collage, mixed media, textile, and street art — are rooted in contemporary and avant-garde cultural 
references, which are imbued with historical, mystical and magic realist elements. 

Outgraced opened June 20th and runs until July 19th, Tuesdays to Saturdays at A Space Gallery, 401 
Richmond Street West. An artist’s talk will take place on Saturday, July 5th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
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BIOS:

Karen Miranda Augustine is a Canadian artist, writer 
and videomaker whose works have exhibited in Canada, 
the US, Scotland, and Haiti at the 2nd Ghetto Biennale in 
Port-au-Prince. She has been published and cited in several 
books and publications, including Caribbean InTransit 
Arts Journal, The Queer Encyclopedia of the Visual Arts 
(Cleis Press) and The Art of Reflection: Women Artists’ Self-
Portraiture in the Twentieth Century (Columbia University 
Press). Her creative projects ride on the confluence of sex, 
pop culture, spirituality and the underground. She holds 
an MA in Interdisciplinary Studies from York University.

Rachel Gorman is assistant professor in the Graduate 
Program in Critical Disability Studies at York University. She 
has held a lectureship at the Women and Gender Studies 
Institute – University of Toronto, as well as fellowships at 
Manchester Metropolitan University and the University 
of Buffalo. She has worked on the A Space programming 
committee and the editorial committee of Fuse magazine. 
She has a background in dance, theatre and performance 
art, along with two decades of anti-occupation and anti-
violence organizing.
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Artist Talk with Karen Miranda Augustine

Saturday, July 5th, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.

“Outgraced” Exhibition runs  June 20th – July 19th
A Space Gallery, 401 Richmond Street West, Suite 110, Toronto

Join Karen Miranda Augustine in a gallery talk about her art practice, with emphasis on works in her 
current exhibition, “Outgraced,” at A Space Gallery, Saturday, July 5th at 2:00 p.m.

Curated by Rachel Gorman, “Outgraced” surveys the past 10 years of Augustine’s photo-based, mixed-media 
practice — a practice that straddles the line between African ritual and pop culture. A synthesis of collage, 
textile, assemblage and street art, her richly textured female icons unite the sexual, the soul wound, and the 
sublime in ways that rehumanize the dehumanized female subject.

Attendees will be offered candid and intimate reflections on her inspired approach to creating, with the artist 
available for one-on-one discussions until 4:00 p.m.

“Outgraced” opened June 20th and runs until July 19th, Tuesdays to Saturdays at A Space Gallery, 401 
Richmond Street West. 
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BIOGRAPHY:

Karen Miranda Augustine is a Canadian artist, writer and videomaker whose works have exhibited in Canada, the US, 
Scotland, and Haiti at the 2nd Ghetto Biennale in Port-au-Prince. She has been published and cited in several books and 
publications, including Caribbean InTransit Arts Journal, The Queer Encyclopedia of the Visual Arts (Cleis Press) and The Art of 
Reflection: Women Artists’ Self-Portraiture in the Twentieth Century (Columbia University Press). Her creative projects ride on 
the confluence of sex, pop culture, spirituality and the underground. She holds an MA in Interdisciplinary Studies from York 
University.
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PAINTED LOVE: Requiems for Salacious Sex Queens
Series in progress, 2013–present

A collection of small, intimate portraits of deceased, female sex industry workers.

Wendy O. Williams
Mixed Media (2013) by Karen Miranda Augustine

1949–1998
Queen of Shock Rock, Frontwoman of the Plasmatics, Adult Performer
Suicide: Self-inflicted gunshot

Spray paint, collage, paint marker, oil sticks and acrylic on acetate and wood, framed with leather jacket hem and nails, 
15 x 15 inches. Collection of Fred Budnik, Toronto.



PAINTED LOVE: 
Requiems for Salacious 
Sex Queens
Series in progress, 2013–present

A collection of small, 
intimate portraits of 
deceased, female sex 
industry workers.

Lorena Escalera Xtravaganza
Mixed Media (2014)
by Karen Miranda Augustine

1986 – 2012
Transgender Adult Model, 
House of Xtravaganza Performer
Murdered: Asphyxiation, 
covered up by arson

Ink, spray paint, oil sticks, acrylic, 
paint marker, nail polish, necklace 
and nails on acetate and wood 
with metal frame, 36 x 16 inches



AMERICAN EMPRESS: Credit for the Empire’s Troubled Royalty

Contemporary pop culture figures are transformed into credit card portraits that speak to loss, social stigma, 
mental illness, addiction and personal crisis.

Ahava / Love Unlimited
Mixed Media (2009) by Karen Miranda Augustine

Acrylic, spray paint, paint marker, rhinestones, sequins, toy rifle and digital photomontage on acetate, torn fishnets and canvas, 
22 x 28 inches. Collection of Fred Budnik, Toronto.



AMERICAN EMPRESS: Credit for the Empire’s Troubled Royalty

Contemporary pop culture figures are transformed into credit card portraits that speak to loss, social stigma, 
mental illness, addiction and personal crisis.

La Sirène
Mixed Media (2009) by Karen Miranda Augustine

Spray paint, oil stick, oil pastel, paint marker, acrylic and digital photomontage on acetate, leather and canvas, 22 x 28 inches. 
Collection of Fred Budnik, Toronto.



Mercy Me

Created following the death of a partner, the series was a meditation on what it meant to fall out of grace and to 
see one’s self differently.

Jada Fire as Òsun
Mixed Media (2008) by Karen Miranda Augustine

African cloth, sequins, feathers, acrylic, collage, spray paint, oil sticks, mirror, braids and embellishment on canvas, 2.25 x 3 feet. 
Collection of Fred Budnik, Toronto.



Mercy Me

Created following the death of a partner, the series was a meditation on what it meant to fall out of grace and to 
see one’s self differently.

Miranda and Child (RaRa Rah)
Mixed Media (2007) by Karen Miranda Augustine

Découpage, found metal, tires, sequins, acrylic, oil sticks, spray paint, speaker, Phillies blunt and Kanekalon fibre on wood, 2.5 x 3 feet



Light as a Feather, Heavy Like Lead

The first departure from the artist’s installation and digital photomontage work of the ‘90s into a paint and mixed-
media practice incorporating elements of African ritual.

Contragun
Mixed Media (2004) by Karen Miranda Augustine

Chromogenic prints, wood, nails, feathers, twine, acrylic, oil sticks on canvas and wood, 36 x 58 inches. 
Collection of Fred Budnik, Toronto.


